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[ Abstract)

is known about the mental mechanisms underlying this gender—specificity. This study constructed a moderate model to ex-

Objective: Previous studies have found that male is more likely than female to be Internet addicts, but little

amine the gender differences in the indirect model between maladaptive cognition of Internet use and Internet addiction in
adolescents. Methods: A total of 1148 junior high school students completed questionnaire measures of Internet addiction,
maladaptive cognition of Internet use, risky motivation of Internet use. Results: (DInternet addiction was positively associ-
ated with their maladaptive cognition and risky motivation, these relationships were consistent between genders; ) The
scores of Internet addiction, maladaptive cognition and risky motivation among males were significantly higher than fe-
males; (3 The maladaptive cognition positively affected the Internet addiction indirectly via risky motivation, which showed
gender differences. To be specific, the influence of maladaptive cognition on boys’ Internet addiction was significantly
stronger than girls’, while the influence of risky motivation on girl” s Internet addiction was significantly stronger than
boys’. Conclusion: The gender factors should be considered in the prevention and intervention of Internet addiction of ado-
lescent.

[Key words] Gender difference; Maladaptive cognition; Internet addiction; Risky motivation; Adolescent
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