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[Abstract]

fects of power stereotypes on spontaneous trait inference(STI). Methods: In Experiment 1, An Implicit Association Test

Objective: To explore the content of power stereotypes on warmth and competence dimensions and the ef-

(IAT) was used to explore the content of power stereotypes on competence and warmth dimensions. In Experiment 2, a probe
recognition paradigm was adopted to explore the influences of power stereotypes on STIs. Results: In Experiment 1, partici-
pants tended to associate powerful individuals with traits concerning high competence or low warmth, and associate power-
less individuals with traits concerning low competence or high warmth. In experiment 2, the reaction times(RTs) to warmth
traits were significantly longer than those to competence traits, and the RTs to negative traits were significantly longer than
those to positive traits. The RTs to low warmth traits were significant longer than those to high warmth traits when actors of
behaviors were powerful individuals, while the RTs to low competence traits were significantly longer than those to high
competence traits when actors of behaviors were powerless individuals. Conclusion: Individuals tend to hold a mixed ste-
reotype that powerful individuals are high on the competence dimension but low on the warmth dimension, and powerless in-
dividuals are low on the competence dimension but high on the warmth competence.
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