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[ Abstract)
hood and the moderating effect of friendship quality in above relationship. Methods: Preference for Solitude Scale(PSS),

Objective: To explore the relationship between preference—for—solitude and depression during middle child-

Network of Relationships Inventory(NRI) and Childhood Depression Inventory(CDI) were administered to 919 grade 4th to
grade 7th students(448 boys, 471 girls). Results: (D Girls had higher scores on friendship quality, but lower scores on de-
pression than boys. Depression and preference—for—solitude increased with age; @ Preference—for—solitude was positively
associated with depression, and negatively associated with friendship quality. Friendship quality was negatively associated
with depression; @) The relationship between preference—for—solitude and depression was moderated by friendship quality;

(D The relationship between friendship quality and depression was moderated by gender. Conclusion: Friendship quality

may be a buffering factor that serves to protect children who prefer solitude from developing psychological problems.
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