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A Comparison Study of Persons Found not Criminally Responsible

by Reason of Mental Disorder between British Columbia, Canada and Hunan, China
WANG Xiao— ping
Mental hedlth Institute of the 2nd Xiangya Hospital, Central South University, Changsha 410011, China
[ Abstractl  Objective: To explore and compare the demographic differences between persons with mental disorder who have been
found not criminally responsible in BC, Canada and Hunan, China. Methods: 273 cases and 354 cases were selected respectively
from the database of not criminally responsble patieris in BC, Canada and Hunan, China, and integrated into a new database.
Eight variables such as sex, age, education level, marial status, conviction histary, psychiatric history, index offence and assess-
mert diagnosis were selected for comparison between these two sites. Results: No signiicant differences were found in sex and
psychiatric history between the two groups. The divorce mate, educational level and conviction histories are significantly higher,
and the age is significantly older in the BC group as compared with the Hunan group. The rates of serious versus less serious of-
fences and the frequency of a diagnosis of schizophrenia are significantly lower in the BC as compared with the Hunan group. Con-
clusion: The differences in the above variables between the two groups can be explained in terms of legislative and cultural differ
ences.
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