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Effects of Self- interest on Attitude During High Personal Involvement
LU Dan- lei, WANG Wen- zhong, HU Yu-han, LUO Yue- jia, QU Ru- jie
College of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100020, China

Abstract  Objective: To investigate the impact of self- interest on social attitude of young persons and its development
with age. Methods: Participants were asked to assume the peers’ attitude and to show their own attitude while their vest-
edness was experimentally manipulated. An issue of college entrance examination policy change was used as a high per-
sonal involvement event. Results: Both the 16- and 21-year-old participants’ own attitude and assumed peers’ were
congruent with their self- interest; however, for the 13- year- olds, the assumed peer’s attitude and their own were not.
Conclusion: During high personal involvement,with age increasing, young persons’ own attitude and their assumed peer’ s
attitude toward an issue will become more congruent with self- interest.
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