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Characteristics of Stigma Attitude Towards AIDS and Its Contributing Factors

Among Young Rural-to—urban Migrants in Beijing
LIN Dan-hua, FANG Xiao—yi, LI Xiao-ming, LIN Xiu-yun
Institute of Developmental Psychology, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China
[Abstract] Objective: To explore the characteristics of stigma toward AIDS and its contributing factors among rural—
to—urban migrants in Beijing. Methods: A sample of 2201 young rural —to—urban migrants was recruited to complete a
quantitative survey. Results: The young migrants reported a relatively high level of stigma attitude towards AIDS and
AIDS patients. Migrants who were married, older than 25 years and receiving less than junior middle school education, re-
ported higher level of stigma compared to their unmarried, younger and higher education attainment counterparts. Stigma
was significantly correlated with HIV knowledge, risky sexual behaviors and depression. Depression could significantly
predict stigma towards AIDS after controlling several demographic variables and HIV knowledge (f=0.08). Conclusion:
More attention should be paid to stigma attitude towards AIDS in the population. Effective AIDS prevention activities
should include the components of HIV knowledge and depression to eliminate stigma towards AIDS.
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