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A Comparative Study of Pictures and Words in Subliminal Affective Priming Effect
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[Abstract] Objective: To explore whether there is a significant difference between the affective priming effect of pic-
tures and words. Methods: The study used pictures taken from the international picture system and Chinese words as the
priming —stimuli, and took college students as subjects, then primed positive, negative and neutral emotions, and asked
subjects to accomplish stroop task and self-rating emotion task. The study took the design between 2(types of material) x3
(types of emotion). Results; (DIn the stroop task, there were significant differences between the reaction time and error
rate of different emotions (F=36.216,P=0.000<0.05). In the self-rating emotion task, there was a significant difference be-
tween positive and neutral emotions,but there wasn’t a significant difference between the negative and neutral emotions;
(@There weren’t significant differences between the reaction time and error rate, and the scores of the emotion assessment
of different materials. Conclusion: As emotional stimuli, pictures and words can produce affective priming effect, especial-
ly the materials of positive emotions; words’affective priming effect is equivalent to pictures’.
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