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A Study of Family Function in Family Members of Heroin Addicts in Voluntary Detoxification
XU Han, ZHANG Chen, LU Guang—hua, CHEN Han-hui, ZHAO Ming
Shanghai Mental Health Center,Shanghai Jiaotong University , Shanghai 200030, China

[Abstract] Objective: To explore the status of family function in family members of heroin addicts in voluntary
detoxification. Methods: 79 family members of heroin addicts (cases) and 60 healthy volunteers (controls) were assessed
by the Family Assessment Device (FAD). Results: The scores of role, affective responsiveness were significantly higher in
the cases. The scores of role (29.70+2.84 vs 27.20+1.95, P<0.05) and general functioning (30.64+3.04 vs 29.21+1.63, P<
0.05) in the mothers of heroin addicts as well as affective involvement (19.12+1.81 vs 17.58+1.60, P<0.05) in spouses of
heroin addicts were significantly higher than those of the corresponding controls. Conclusion: There are impairments in
the family function in family members of heroin addicts.
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