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Attributional Style, Anxiety Sensitivity and Posttraumatic Stress

Symptoms of Children Exposed to Wenchuan Earthquake
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Department of Psychology ,South China Normal University , Guangzhou 510631, China
[Abstract] Objective: To explore the relationship among children’s attributional style, anxiety sensitivity and posttrau-
matic stress symptoms. Methods: Children’s Revised Impact of Event Scale(CRIES), Children’s Attributional Style Ques-
tionnaire (CASQ), and the Anxiety Sensitivity Index—3 (ASI-3) were used to investigate 957 children who were exposed to
Wenchuan earthquake. Results: (DThe positive incidence was 19.8% after 18 months of the earthquake. @ There was a
significant difference in the dimensions of the CRIES among elementary school, junior high school and high school, stu-
dents but there was no significant gender difference. @) Three dimensions of ASI-3 were significant predictors on the vari-
ous dimensions of CRIES, but the explanation amount were considerablly different, while the attribution style could only
predict intrusion and arousal dimensions. Conclusion: Attributional style and anxiely sensitivity are important cognitive
vulnerabilities to the posttraumatic stress symptoms.
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