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Ethnicity , Culture ,and Disaster Response: Identifying and Explaining Ethnic
Differences in PTSD Six Months After Sichuan Earthquake in China

CHEN Zheng-gen, ZHANG Yu—qing, LIU Yin, ZHANG Ning, WU Kan-kan

Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China
[Abstract] Objective: To identify and explain the disaster response differences between the Qiang and Han ethnic
groups. Methods: With purposeful sampling, a sample of 46 victims(23 from the Qiang ethnic group and 23 from the Han
ethnic group) of Beichuan Country were interviewed with four questions, including the stressor, the response way, the attri-
butional and coping style. Results: Ethnic groups differed in the posttraumatic stress response mode. The Qiang ethnic
group tended to response in a direct and explicit way; while the Han ethnic group preferred to hide the emotion and be-
havior. They also differed in the style of attribution and coping. Conclusion: Ethnic groups differ in the posttraumatic
stress response model. Additional analysis attempts to explain the difference in terms of cultural difference and conversa-

tion of resource theory. Lastly, culturally sensitive interventions should be paid more attention.
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