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Effect of Childhood Psychological Abuse on the Personality of Undergraduates with Alexithymia
JIA Yuan-yuan, DU Ai-ling, YAO Gui-ying, YANG Shi-chang
Department of Psychology, Xinxiang Medical College , Xinxiang 453003, China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the effect of psychological abuse in childhood on the personality of undergraduates
with alexithymia. Methods: Participants were 733 undergraduates from a university in Henan Province. They were sur-
veyed with Childhood Experience of Care and Abuse Questionnaire(CECA.Q), Eysenck Personality Questionnaire(EPQ) and
Toronto Alexithymia Scale (TAS-26). Results: (DPsychological abuse in childhood was significantly correlated with adult-
hood personality (P<0.01), excluding the correlation between maternal antipathy and introversion—extroversion of personali-
ty; psychological abuse in childhood had positive correlation with the alexithymia in undergraduates. @The standard re-
gression coefficients of childhood paternal antipathy to neuroticism (Beta=0.243, P<0.01) and that of childhood maternal
neglect to psychoticism (Beta=0.206, P<0.01) were positive. The standard regression coefficients of paternal neglect to in-
troversion—extroversion (Beta=-0.143, P<0.01) were negative. The scores of childhood maternal neglect explained 14% of
the variance in TAS total scores(Beta=0.113, P<0.01). Conclusion: This study suggests that the personality of undergrad-
uates with alexithymia is affected directly by psychological abuse in childhood.
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