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[ Abstract)

nosed with autism. Methods: 235 autism families and 235 control families with normal children were investigated in the

Objective: To evaluate the employment and financial burdens of families with preschool—aged children diag-

present study. Employment and financial burdens of these families were evaluated by self~made questionnaire. Results:
Thirty—three percent of autism families reported that childcare problems had greatly affected their employment decisions,
compared with 6% of control family (P<0.001). The risk for unemployment in autism family was at least 7 times more than
that in normal family(OR: 7.791; 95% CI: 4.232—-14.345). The annual income of autism families was significant lower than
control families(P<0.001). Moreover, mean annual cost of education in autism families was significantly higher than control
family(P<0.001). The net income(after education expenses) of autism families was 38% of that in control families with signif-
icant group differences(P<0.001). Conclusion: Families with preschool—aged autism children have heavy employment and
financial burden. More social and medical resources should be offered to support such families.
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