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Neuro—cognitive Mechanism of Imagining Future and Its Role in Suicide
ZHENG Li, HU Zhi-guo
Center for Cognition and Brain Disorders, Hangzhou Normal University , Hangzhou 310015, China
[Abstract] The ability to envision and anticipate multiple versions of the future is important for human adaptation.
Episodic memory mediates remembering the past and imagining the future. This paper first introduced the neuro—cognitive
neuroscience mechanism of imagining the future, showing the common and segregated neural areas for imagining the future
and remembering the past. Then the crucial role of the deficits of anticipating the future in suicide was elaborated. In the
end, the existent studies in this field were summarized and future research directions were put forward.
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