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Development of Interpretive Theory of Mind in 5-to 7—year—old Children
XU Wei, HAN Ren-sheng
Department of Basic Psychology, Faculty of Medical Humanities, Yantai 264003, China
Objective: To investigate the development of children’s interpretive theory of mind. Methods: Chandler

and Lalonde’s research paradigm was used to explore the development of false belief and interpretive theory of mind in 99

children aged 5-7. Results: False belief understanding was different from interpretive theory of mind; the former appeared

earlier and it was an essential but not sufficient condition to the latter. The children’s interpretive theory of mind appeared

earlier but developed slowly. The key age of acquiring stable interpretive theory of mind was after 7 years old. Conclu-

sion: Stable interpretive theory of mind was acquired after 7 years old.

[Key words] False belief; Copy theory of mind; Interpretive theory of mind; Droodles

 Taylor 4
9
“ 7 “ o Pillow™ 4-8
, ,6-8
N o Chandler 13.6.71 Droodles®
b bl b 7
b o
(e} 9
b
“ ”
b o ’
, . “ 7 o Chandler
3.6.7]
o b
« ”
) b b
b b
o 5
[4.5]
bl b . N
© 9




-208- Chinese Journal of Clinical Psychology Vol. 20 No.2 2012

( Y 9’
) ’ b
, ( )
Droodles o
5 , Chandler  Lalonde 14
, 5-7
1
1.1 B
N 99 , 1. , R
£1 #ERSH ,
FRAL B 9 & FHEB)) BREC) o :
X HF 30 18 12 64 3 ’
-AF 2 30 16 14 76 3 :
AR 39 19 20 88 4 .a.
;b.
1.2 .
9 Droodles (10emx6.5cm) ,
° 1.5
o Droodles :
5 5 o s 1 , 0 ,
s “4.2cmx4.2cm” 0-4 )
; ; (G )o
1.3 ,
> . , 1, 0-2 o
’ 2
, o 2.1
, ° 1
o ) ° 5—7
) 86(N=120) .85(N=120) .
, o 134 (N=156), 71.67% .70.83% .
, . 85.90% , X s
?7 . ,X(2)=2.64,P>0.05,
( ), ( 0 ). (
? > 1_2 ) N ( 3—4



2012 20 2 +209-

) 2, X , ,X*(1)=18.68, P<0.001 ,
X’ , ,X(2)=1.17,P>0.05, ,
X2 IEEHRESERLMER ;
Rk ik e ; ,
5454 1(3.3%) 11(36.67%) 18(60%)
6 %41 0(0) 9(30%) 21(70%) ’
7% 4 0(0) 7(17.95%) 32(82.05%) 3
£33 5-7HIIEMBEHOEELNERER
I fif B 1 ik e
SHE 11(36.67%) 15(50%) 4(13.33%) )
6 44 13(43.33%) 9(30%) 8(26.67%) ( s
7 84 9(23.08%) 14(35.89%)  16(41.03%) )
4 IEMHRESERSHEEMIEERNRR s ’
R RIS 5-7
i i B R EfRE ik B it 9.10] 5
ik % 1 — - 1 ’ ’
i+ 23 4 — 27 o
B 8 35 28 71 5 ,
A 2 -
i 2 22 28 2 s Chandler  Lalonde ,5-7
2.2
Droodles s ’
20 (N=60).21 (N=60) 46 ’ Flavell (
(N=78), 33.33% .35% .58.97%), ) o ST
X , , ’
X}(2)=6.64, P<0.05 , S
5 7 X(1)=4.67,P<0.05; 6 7 ;
7 X (1)=4.01,P<0.05,5 6 ’
s 5
Droodles ° 7
, ( 0 ’
)\ C 1) ’
( 2 ) o ’ 9
( )3 ! ‘
5.7 Chandler B ,
19.17 30, 2 , S 6 ,
X (2)=1.12,P50.05, ’
” ; 7
b 7 b
[12-14]
7 . ,6.7 ,8
2.3 o
4 , ( °
) ,
, 39% ? Droodles

; (49%) o , ,



Michael Chandler

10

11

12

[1,15]
’

Perner J. Understanding the representational mind. Cam —
bridge: MA: MIT Press, 1991

Carpendale JI, Chandler MJ. On the distinction between
false belief understanding and subscribing to an interpretive
theory of mind. Child Development, 1996, 67 (4): 1686 —
1706

Chandler MJ, Lalonde CE. Shifting toward an interpretive
theory of mind: Five—to Seven—year—olds changing concep—
tions of mental life. In Sameroff AJ, Haith MM. Reason and
Responsibility: The Passage Through Childhood. Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1996. 111-139

Taylor M, Cartwright BS, Bowden T. Perspective taking and

164 )
Gilmore L, Cuskelly M. Factor structure of the parenting
sense of competence scale using a normative sample. Child:
Care, Health and Development, 2008, 5: 1365-2214
Gibaud—Wallston J, Wandersman LP. Development and ut—
ility of the parenting sense of competence scale. Paper Pre—
sented at the Meeting of the American Psychological Asso—
ciation, Toronto, Canada, 1978
Ohan JL, Leung DW, Johnston C. The parenting sense of
competence scale: Evidence of a stable factor structure and
validity. Canadian Journal of Behavioral Science, 2000, 32:
251-261

10

11

12

13

15

13

14

15

-210- Chinese Journal of Clinical Psychology Vol. 20 No.2 2012
, ; theory of mind: Do children predict interpretive diversity as
a function of difference in observers’ knowledge? Child
9 Development, 1991, 62(6): 1334-1351

Pillow BH. Children’s understanding of biased social cog—
nition. Developmental Psychology, 1991, 27(4): 539-551
Lalonde CE, Chandler MJ. Children’s understanding of in—
terpretation. New Ideas in Psychology, 2002, 20 (2-3): 163-
198
Sokol BW, Chandler MJ, Jones C. From mechanical to aut—
onomous agency: The relationship between children’s moral
judgments and their developing theories of mind. New Di—
rection for Child and Adolescent Development, 2004, 103:
19-36
( ),2011,28(3):93-96
Wimmer H, Perner J. Beliefs about beliefs: Representation
and constraining function of wrong beliefs in young child-
ren’s understanding of deception. Cognition, 1983, 13(1):
103-128
, .3-6 “ "
,2002,18(1):11-15
Flavell JH. The development of children’s knowledge about
the mind: From cognitive connections to mental representa—
tions. In Astington J, Harris P, Olson D. Developing Theo—
ries of Mind. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.
244-267

, .5-8
,2007,30(1): 158-161
, .5 08

( ),2008,44(4):639-646

,2008,24(1):1-6
Perner J, Davies G. Understanding the mind as an active
information processor: Do young children have a “copy the—
ory of mind”? Cognition, 1991, 39(1): 51-69
( 2011-09-16)

Rogers H, Matthews J. The parenting sense of competence
scale: Investigation of the factor structure, reliability, and
validity for an Australian sample. Australian Psychologist,
2004, 39: 88-96
Ngai FW, Chan SWC, Ip WY. Predictors and correlates of
maternal role competence and satisfaction. Nursing Rese —
arch, 2010, 59(3): 185-193
Knoche LL, Givens JE, Sheridan SM. Risk and protective
factors for children of adolescents: Maternal depression and
parental sense of competence. J Child Fam Stud, 2007, 16:
684-695

( 2011-09-03)



