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Influence of Success and Failure of Unconscious Goal Pursuit on Self-enhancement
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[Abstract] Objective: To explore the influence of success and failure of nonconscious goal pursuit on self—enhance-
ment. Methods: This research adopted a 2(goal: nonconscious goal/no goal)x2 (task: easy/difficult) between groups design.
120 subjects were asked to perform the Scrambled Sentence Task (SST) and Anagram Task (AT), and their self-enhance-
ment were investigated immediately with questionnaire. Results: (DThe main effect of goal was significant, F (1,104)=
6.551, P=0.012; @The main effect of task was significant, F (1,104)=9.257, P=0.003; @)The interaction of goal and task
was significant as well. Conclusion: Self—enhancement is influenced after priming of nonconscious “achievement” goal
and difficult task performance; Self—enhancement is exacerbated following nonconscious goal failure, as compared with
nonconscious goal success.
[Key words] Unconscious goal pursuit; Self—enhancement; Failure; Achievement
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