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Influence of Timing of Puberty on Boys’ Self-concept and Peer Relationship
LI Xin-li, LING Hui, ZHANG Jian-ren, SI Xin—fang, MA Xin-yi
Hunan Normal University ,Changsha 410081, China
[Abstract] Objective: To discuss the influence of timing of puberty on boys’ self —concept and peer relationship.
Methods: According to simple randomly sampling, 411 six to nine grade adolescent students were investigated with Pu-
bertal Development Scale(PDS), Tennessee Self—Concept Scale(TSCS), and Peer Relationship Scale. Results: (DMost stu-
dents aged between 12-14 years were in Early pubertal, Midpubertal and Late pubertal; Few students were in Prepubertal
and Postpubertal; @ The partial correlation analysis controlled by age suggested that boys’ total pubertal developmental
scores had significant negative correlation with family self—concept, but had significant positive correlation with peer ac-
ceptance, social preference and social impact; 3)The results of the double factors variance analysis showed that: for boys,
the scores of physical self, moral self, self action and peer acceptance of the early-maturing boys were significantly higher
than that of the late—maturing boys, but the scores of family self were significantly lower than that of the late —maturing
boys. Conclusion: The timing of puberty does some meaningful implications and its impact differs somewhat for boys.
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