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A Qualitative Study of Stigma Against AIDS Orphans in China
LIN Xiu—yun, WANG Shun, FANG Xiao-yi, ZHAO Jun—feng, et al
Institute of Development Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

[Abstract] Objective: Many studies have investigated stigma against people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), but few
studies have explored stigma against AIDS orphans who were affected by parent with HIV. Methods: Based on in—-depth
structure interviews with 47 single and double AIDS orphans conducted in rural China in 2005-2006, the current study
examined stigmatized manifestation and its consequences, causes towards AIDS orphans expressed by community popula-
tion. Results: Because of the contraction of HIV and Chinese rural culture, AIDS orphans experienced different kinds of
stigma manifestations from villagers, friends, teachers, classmates and government officers; and typical manifestation of
stigma toward them were separating, refusing, and labeling. Stigma manifestations toward AIDS orphans brought negative
consequences, including psychological distress, life disturbance, no disclosure and no support. The reasons of the stigma
against AIDS orphans was mainly derived from fear of HIV contraction, also association with losing one or both patents
and living in poverty. Conclusion: Reduce stigma towards AIDS Orphans and give more care to them.
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