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Relationship Between Perception of Social Status and Status Consumption

Tendency from Self-esteem Terror Management Theory Perspective
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Department of Psychology, College of Education Science ,Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000, China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate relationship between perception of social status and status consumption tendency
from self—esteem terror management theory perspective. Methods: First, through the Self—esteem Scale of Rosenberg, we
chose subjects with different level of self—esteem; then, a recall task paradigm was trying to manipulate the perception of
social status; finally, 113 college students were measured by Status Consumption Tendency Scale. Results: (DContrary to
the high perception of social status, the low perception of social status would stimulate individual to have stronger status
consumption tendency. @At the high perception of social status level, there was no significant difference between the high
self—esteem and the low self—esteem. At the low perception of social status level, the high self-esteem had stronger sta-
tus consumption tendency than the low self—esteem. Conclusion: Status consumption is a strategy of terror management;
contrary to the low self—esteem, the high self—esteem has stronger terror management demands.
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