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[Abstract] Machiavellianism is the synonym of power tactics and strategy, and regarded as the westerner’s ‘thick black
theory’. As one of the ‘dark triad’ , individual with this trait is considered to be cynical, successfully deceptive, impersonal,
manipulative in social interaction. Recent research reframed this aversive trait more broadly as part of an alternative life his-
tory strategy rather than a pathology requiring treatment. The developmental origins of the Machiavellianism is associated
with genetic factor, changes in brain function and structure, dopamine and oxytocin dysfunction, and unsecure attachments
early in life. In view of history, culture and real life, future research would be required to fully explore the developmental

processes of Machiavellianism trait in China. This work will deepen our understanding of Machiavellianism trait, and lend

furtherinsight intothe influence of Machiavellianism in Chinese culture.
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